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A Journey to the Drift Ice and a Great Discovery

Hello, this is Seitek, a CIR from Nakashibetsu Town.

On March 9, I set out to see the long-awaited drift ice, a phenomenon that can only be observed in
Hokkaido. Along the coast of the Sea of Okhotsk in Hokkaido, drift ice begins to appear gradually in
certain areas from late February. To ensure that [ would see it for myself, I traveled to Rausu on the

Shiretoko Peninsula, about 70 kilometers from Nakashibetsu Town.

Since I had never driven along the coastline before, I chose the route from Nakashibetsu through



Shibetsu to Rausu, enjoying the ocean scenery from Shibetsu onward.

Coming from the heart of the Eurasian continent, where there is no sea, I had only ever seen drift ice
on TV, imagining it as something like an iceberg. However, as I approached Rausu, I saw that the drift
ice was densely packed between Rausu and Kunashir Island. The Sea of Okhotsk often appears rough
and fierce on cloudy days, but on this day, the sea’s surface was completely covered with floating ice,
making it seem almost calm and subdued. Watching the drift ice, I felt as if I could simply hop from

one piece to another and easily reach Kunashir Island—just like in an animated movie.

I also made an intriguing discovery. I was surprised to find that the word Shiretoko closely resembles
the Kyrgyz phrase Jer-Etek in both pronunciation and meaning. The name Shiretoko Peninsula
originates from the Ainu language, meaning Shirietoku or "the end of the land." Interestingly, when
translated into Kyrgyz, it becomes Jer-Etek, which carries exactly the same meaning: "the edge of the
land," "the end," or "the terminal point." Considering that 20,000 years ago, Hokkaido was connected
to Sakhalin, and Sakhalin was linked to the Amur River region, where the Tungusic (Evenki) people

lived, it is fascinating to imagine potential connections to the Siberian-rooted Kyrgyz people.

Thus, my journey to see the drift ice turned into an unforgettable experience, filled with unexpected
discoveries. For those living outside of Hokkaido, Rausu is just about an hour and 20 minutes from

Nakashibetsu Airport by car. I highly recommend visiting!

»#  Shiretoko Peninsula — Rausu Town
Approximately 1 hour 20 minutes by car (about 70 km from Nakashibetsu Town).

I recommend: Walk along the shore and the panoramic viewpoint.
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IIyremecreue k apeidyoumeMy JbAy U BeJIHKOE OTKpPBLITHE



3npascteyiite! I Ceiirek, CIR agmunncTpanmu ropoaa HakamuGerry.

9 mapra g OTHpaBWJICS B MyTEIIECTBUE, YTOOBI YBHJAETh NONTOXKIAHHBINA Iperdyrommid nég —
NPUPOJIHOE SIBJIEHHE, KOTOPOE MOXHO Ha0moaaTh Toabko Ha Xokkaigo. Ha moOepexse
OXO0TCKOTro MOpsS CO CTOPOHBl XOKKalao JI€A HAaYMHAET MOSBIATHCA B Pa3HBIX MecCTax
NpUMEPHO € KOHLA (¢eBpais, HO 4YTOOBl TapaHTUPOBAHHO €Tr0 YBUIETh, s HAINpaBUIICS B
Paycy, pacnonoxennblii Ha moanyoctpoBe I[lluperoko, mpumepHo B 70 kM OoT ropoja

Hakamubery.

Panee MHe HuKOrAa HE JOBOJWIOCH €3IUTh HAa MAalIMHE BJOJb MOOCPEXKbS MOPS, MOITOMY S5
BbIOpan mapupyT Hakammbeny — IluGeny — Paycy, uToOBl HacnaauTbCcs BUJOM Ha MOpEe IO

nopore u3 llubery.

e
Jlis 4eyoBeKa, BBIPOCIIETO0 B CaMOM CepAle
EBpa3umn, rne "Her mopeit, apeddyromuin nén
acconuupoBancsa TOJBKO C alicOepramu u3
tenenepenad. OmHAKO MO Mepe NPUOTMKEHHS K b VN
oM ()
N L
Paycy s yBumen, kak J€1 TJIOTHO CTyCTHICH 35
Mexay Oeperom Paycy um ocrpoBom Kynammp. B
ay oep yey p y p FEER o cHERHT
SN |
RlBHET o
nacMypHyw morony OXOTCKoe MoOpe KaxkeTcs e
CYpOBBIM, HO B A3TOT J€Hb €ro MOBEPXHOCTh Oblia < <
SR
o'z
MOKpPBITA JIbAUHAMH, CO37aBasi OILIYIIEHUE ITOJTHOTO A

crioko¥cTBus. ['Jsie Ha 3TOT mei3ak, MHE Ja)ke IMOKa3ajloCh, YTO, CIOBHO B MYJIbT(HUIbME,

MO>KHO JIETKO TEpenphIruBaTh C OXHOW JIBAMHBI Ha Jpyryro U noOpatbcs no Kynammpa.



Kpome Toro, mMeHs odeHb yIMBWJIO €lle OJHO HHTepecHoe OTKpbiTHE. CioBo «llluperoxo»
10 3BYYaHHMIO M 3HAYCHUIO OYEHb IOXO0XKE€ Ha KBIPTBI3CKOE BhIpakeHHe «7Kep-IdTex» (Jer-
Etek). Ha3Banue nonyocTpoBa mpOUCXOAUT M3 sI3bIKa ailHOB, KOPEHHOrO Hapoja XOKKaiao, u

O3Ha4yaeT «Kpal 3eMiu». B KBIPrbeI3CKOM

sa3pike «/Kep-ITek» TakkKe MEePEeBOIUTCS Kak

«Kpal 3eMIu», «KOHEI», KOKOHYAHUE.
YauteiBas, uro 20 000 metr Ha3am XOKKaWI0
Oobt1 coenunéH ¢ CaxamunoMm, a CaxaluH, B
CBOIO O4Yepedb, UMEJ CBSA3b C TEPPUTOpPHEH

AMypa, rae JXKHUJIM TYHI'YCCKHME HapoJbl

(PBEHKH), MOXKHO MPEANOJOXUTh ONpeAeiaEHHbIE POJACTBEHHBIE CBS3U C KBIPTBI3aMH,

UMCIOIIIMMH CI/I6I/IpCKI/Ie KOpHHU.

Takum ob6pa3zom, moe3aka K ApeddyromeMy JbIy cTajla HE TOJbKO 3aXBaThIBAIOIIUM
MyTeIIECTBUEM, HO M OTKPBITHEM, KOTOpOe s HUKorma He 3a0yny. Tem, kTo XUBET 3a

npeaenaMu XOKKai0, O4eHb PEKOMEHIYI0 MpHeXaTh MOCMOTPETH!

»# Paycy-llupertoko

Ot asponopra Hakammbery Bcero 1 wac 20 mMuHyT e31b1!

PexomeHay10: mporysky mo Oepery M HaclaXJeHHE MaHOPAMHBIM BHJIOM.



